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LA YAYA, paba— On a 
foothill of the'v, Escambray 
Mountains, overlooking a 
large,, state , dairy farinir 
stands a group' of four-story^: 
prefabricated a,p art m e nt i 
huildings that', somewhat re- ^ 
sembles a garden ap^ment 
complex, in Prince- George’s ' 
County. 

Many such housing devel- 
opments have been built in 
rural areas in Cuba since 
Fidel Castro,, came to power 
almost 16 years ago. The Cu- 
bans call them peasant vil- 
lages, but they don’t resem- 
ble peasant villages any- 
where else in Latin America.v 

La Yaya’s 840 inhabitants 
live in two- or three-^bed- 
room apartments with fully 
equipped kitchens and bath- 
rooms, complete with run- : 
ning water. When each fam- 
ily moved in, it found the 
apartment furnished with 
sturdy wood furniture, g re^ 
fngerator, tele-visicn set-snd - 
gas stove. , ' 

Like ’many Cubans,, the ' ' 
residents of La Yaya pay no 
rent — ^just the electric bill. 

“I used to wake up w.th 
my feet wet . and trudge 
through the mud to the 
field,” said Jose Miguel 
Perez, 46, whose family was 
one of the first to move, to 
La Yaya three years ago. 

Now, Perez takes a truck 



to his job building -cattle to the' country for a year to 

pens in the dairy farm in the teach illiterate peasants’ to , 
vale'y. 'read and write. ' 

’Two of the four Perez Hundreds of high schools 
children attend La Yaya’s are being built in the coun-: 
t®“PorarUy tryside so that the students , 
housed ;vid , Ihree wooden can spend three hours a day 

^ w 

school is to. be;iwhat the Cu- ; ^^d nurses are ex- 

bans .call a “semi-boarding - Ppcted. to spend at least a 
school,” that will serve the year working in rural hos- ’ 
"-.pitals that have been setup 

so rteir wll in the most isolated parts of 

SO meir mothers can work.. the island ^ ! 

•' Many of the younger wo- T-'‘" WT , ' ""'/I 

men in the new 'tbwh Work- an infirmary 

outside their homes. IVenty- ■ f 

five of them leave La Yaya ^^-y^ medical student, 
at 4 a.m. to run milking ma- - ^*®° m the village 

chines at the dairy farm.:^ -i 

They return at a ajn., then- and , a night school 

go back to work from 2 to ®n actress who ' 

<6 p.m. ■ w- has organized a peasant 

• Men and women in I/a theate group, and a social 
■Yaya eafh salaries ' close torf'^^^ 

those eariled by *' factory '' The social worker, ; Dora ; 
workers in Cuba’s cities. Gutierrez, b^an working 
This is in sharp contrast to with the ■ residents of. La 
most Latin American peas- before the new village, 

ants, who live off the land '•- ■'^3® built, explaining to 



and have little contact with 
the money economy; •_ |j . 
■' Substantial investment in 
the countryside" has been a ' 
hallmark of Castro’s Cuba 
from its beginning. One of 
the first mass effoits by the 
Castro government was a 
countrywide - literacy cam- 
paign during which half a 



them, as she put it, “-what j 
- the new life is like.” | 

At her coaxing,, the peas- i 
ants ' agreed , on certain 
“rules for -li-ving together” 
that incltuled such restric-' 
tions as no wood fires in 
tfie ■ apartmerit and no ani- .1 
mals. .■ ■,!' ■ ft.- 

(Jetting rid of the ani- 



mUlion young people moved; ^ mals was the hardest part 








.for them,”. Mss Gutierrez ' 
■said. Most of the peasants , 
in La Yaya prertously,;had 
small plots of land and most 
kept cows and chickens. 

Jose Aguilar, 3d, a .(in-. V 
struction worker at the new 
scjiool, said many , peasants , 
resist moving into the new 
villages because then they . 



must buy food unde£._j^the 
same ...rationing '.isysteaK,, as i 
other Cubans. 1- 
' “Some peo'p'te say, ‘If»ydu ; 
move ‘ into’ a^i^ew village 'j 
you’U. starveV”. A^uilar-said. I 
“But it’s .not,.toue,,'jSfy wife , 
and- >. I; ..^together .earn 236 ^ 
pesos a month, -.and there is 
more here than wfe cair'hf^ 
ford to 'buy.”, A . -peso is 
worth ..$1.20 at the- Official, ' 
artificially expenslyej ex- \ 
change rate- 

But La -Yaya is not for 
everyone. - • s: 



According to Miss Gutier- 
rez, the inhabitants of La 
Yaya — ^which some day is to 
have 1,200 residents — are 
chosen for their family’s 



needs and their “revolution- 
ary, orientadon.*’ To ge|^ a^! 
■apartment, a" farnn^’ mus^ 
support the government an(fe 
^participate in some mass or-^: 
ganization, sich as the peas-^i 
anf s .union, the women’^ 
federation ' arid- the gras^ 
roots Committees /for thejj 
Defense of the -Revolution. i<f 
Among those who are ex-5’ 
clmled are« Jehovah’s Wit-J 
‘ 'nesses, ■ mahy'.'of ViH(Jih live«< 
in the surrounding area. 

■ ‘Tf 'is' a'' “sect that goe^. 
against the mnnciples of thej 
revolution,” Miss Gutierrez-'r 
said. “They don’t salute the5 
flag and they .don’t give^; 
■blo<jd.-They_cai:irefleh5ej»lVf! 

. the benefits of’ other citi-J|: 
zens — school, food, medicaCj 
care: but they can’t comeii 
her®. ,v. ^ 

■Reports in the Cuban p'res^ 
•also indicate that member^. , 
of the sect disrupted the re-J, 
gion’s agricultural ‘plan by* 
refusing to plant or harvest^ 
tobacco. ;; ' 

Miss Gutierrez seemeiy 
shocked 'at ’the thought oQ 
Jehovah’s ; lYithesses livin'gj 
in'La 'Yayat i'/j' •» 
“When the Ray ‘of K'gs at-J 
tack came, many' of themg 
turned out' to be OIAJ; 
agents.’! she said. Vljlan 

imagine 

Can you ima^he a; chud in"' 
our 'school 'Who does not 
love his coim.tryfiL'l'l:?!'. ■ 



i 



